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Introduction

Conclusions

Preliminary Results

 Age was positively correlated with utterance length (MLUw: r=0.77, p = .010)

* Language.al:.)ilities vary Wldely and lexical diversity (MATTR: r=0.76, p = .011). Age was also significantly ° A|th0ugh older participants genera”y produced |Onger
among autistic youth, and a single associated with the language measures examined jointly (MANOVA: Wilks' A = utterances and more lexically diverse speech, MLUw and
measure may obscure uneven 0.15, F(3, 5) =9.74, p = .016). A
. . . . . MATTR-50 were weakly correlated, indicating that these
profiles across language * Longer utterances did not consistently contain more diverse vocabulary, _ _ _ _
dimensions. highlighting individual differences across language dimensions. dimensions do not necessarily \_/ar_y .together and that a_SmQIe
measure may obscure uneven individual language profiles.
* Spontaneous speech metrics such Figure 1. Language Profiles across Participants (n = 10)
flei(il::tgleijail\?ecfsilten(\th?Igyll\l/TxyT)Ra)ngffer Dashed lines represent group medians. +  Smartwatch recordings combined with semi-automated
Non-invasive pyroxies for cognitive- Gender analysis can reveal complementary dimensions of everyday
linguistic capacity. g°'75 ' Pl = Female language beyond how much someone speaks.
&g ( .) ® Male
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* Focusing on natural < Total tokens » The small sample and cross-sectional age comparisons limit
conversations, this study " 0.7 (Symbol area) conclusions about developmental change. These exploratory
examined how utterance length and > o language profiles require validation in larger samples
lexical diversity coordinate across 'é P4z .. : 2000
age, revealing diverse profiles of & o o) 5009
. . (M) 000 . . . . . ‘ps
individual language patterns. z : ’  Next, larger longitudinal studies will test profile stability
~ O. 000 . . oy .
We h . ot _2’065 ” across contexts and over time, examine repetitive wording,
° > . . . .
e hypothesized that onger o syntactic elaboration, and silent and filled pauses, and
utterances would not consistently < Age (vears) . . .
coincide with greater lexical Q 175 validate MAT TR against clinician-rated change.
diversity, revealing variation that E 0.60 l 150
: : < P7 (8y) 12.5
either measure alone would miss. =
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10 autistic youth
Ages 8.1-17.9

2-4 sessions per participant
Up to 10 minutes each
37 transcripts
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